Report from this week’s Parish meetings (published 21/2% January 2012)

7pm. Monday 18 January — Saint Augustine’s, Castlefields
7pm. Tuesday T7January — Saint Martin’s Murdishaw
7pm. Wednesday 8anuary — Our Lady’s, Palacefields

As you already know, this week’'s parish meetings wdre tontinuation of the
consultation process leading to the changes necessaralite eyur two priests to cope
with their increased responsibilities and it was emagimg to see the number of
parishioners present.

As you will have seen from the last two weeks’ newvistst the main items on the agenda
reflected the three concerns and the three prioritiegifei®l and agreed upon by the LPA

Team. These were clearly spelt out in the LPA Rep B&teread out in early December,

copies of which have been available ever since. (Byw#g if you have not yet had a

chance to read it for yourselves, you will still find cegpin the porch.)

In order to be able to cope with the increasing demands impaifter the three church
communities on our side of the town (the East side),a$ \@greed that it would be
necessary to reduce the number of masses and to arhemgéntsuch a manner to enable
the priest to have greater availability for parishiondiise proposal that will now go
forward to the LPA Team, and on to the Bishop for approvellbe that St Augustine’s,
Our Lady’s and Saint Martin’s will celebrate olkass each at the weekend:

» Saint Augustine’swill retain its 5pm. Mass on Saturday evening.

* Saint Martin’s will move its Sunday Mass to 9am.

e Our Lady’s will move its Sunday Mass to 11am.
This arrangement, which will see both the Saturday eveniagsMt Our Lady’s and the
Sunday morning Mass at Saint Augustine’s ceasing, will also Heenwith church
guidance that says wherever possible, no priest shouldlberating more than three
Sunday Masses (remembering, of course, that the SatdigiaivMass is a Sunday Mass).

The overriding concern of those present at each ohtiee parish meetings this week was
that the priest could cope with his workload. Also clearly esqed was how we as
parishioners could work in closer co-operation with him. &a@eorge assured us that he
will do all he can to ensure that each church celebadtesist one mid-week Mass and, as
we are now moving in the direction of becoming a single parigh tharee church
communities, hoped that people would come together for Massrever it was being
held on that day.

The next stage in the process is the gathering tagethal six parishes at Saint Chad’s
High School. This will be aZpm. on Wednesday % February to which all are
encouraged to attend. In the meantime, if you need ang darifying, please speak to
your LPA Rep or your priest.
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